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June 22, 2006

TO: Each Supervisor
FROM: Bruce A. Chernof, M.D.
Director and Chief Medica
Jonathan E. Fielding, M
Director of Public Health and
SUBJECT:; WEST NILE VIRUS SURVEILLANCE AND PREVENTION

On May 30, 2008, the Board approved a motion by Mayor Antonovich,
instructing the Director of Public Health to continue collaborative efforts for
surveillance and mosquito control with vector control districts, conduct

educati

onal meetings and outreach activities to key organizations and civic

leaders, and report back to the Board in 30 days with a calendar of
scheduled community forums.

The Ac

ute Communicable Disease Control Program (ACDC) is conducting

several surveillance activities:

An informational letter was distributed to all licensed physicians and
laboratory directors within the county on May 25, 2008. |t advised
them that West Nile virus (WNV) is now enzootic in Los Angeles
County (LAC) and California, so all cases of viral meningitis,
encephalitis, acute flaccid paralysis, and suspected WNV fever should
be tested for WNV and other arboviruses. Free testing for arboviral
infections is available through the LAC Public Health Laboratory.

Four medical centers located in areas deemed to be at high risk for
WNV-related human iliness have agreed to participate in enhanced
surveillance of encephalitis and viral meningitis during the WNV
season.

ACDC staff will be meeting regularly with local mosquito abatement
district staff and participate in the Regional West Nile Virus Task
Force. ACDC also participates in statewide WNV surveillance
activities and conference calls.

ACDC will update the website with WNV-disease related activity as it
develops. See hitp:/flapublichealth.org/acd/vectorwestnile.htm.

Our presentation on WNV prevention for the general public was updated and
the Office of Organizational Development and Training is conducting training
of district public health staff to enable them to give community presentations.
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Community Health Services has reached out to over 230 community groups to offer
presentations detailing prevention of WNV infections. We are awaiting a number of responses.
At this time, 134 presentations have been scheduled and 66 responses are pending, as noted
on the attachment. Three dozen contacts have received printed materials or have indicated that
they do not wish to have a formal presentation.

If you need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact either of us.

BAC:JEF:rc:cp
606:003

Attachment
¢: Chief Administrative Officer

County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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